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Subj: Quarantine operations (U) , 


1. Situation. Our quarantine was imposed on 23 October to stop 
importation of offensive weapons into Cuba and this quarantine has 
not subecequently been lifted. However, ships on station have been 


directed to hail ships bound for Cuba, but not to board them. Because © 


of this declaration, sixteen Block ships reversed course and returned 


to the Soviet Union and no ships with suspicious cargoes attempted to 


pass the quarantine line, 
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ἮΝ 2. We now have sixteen Soviet ships and one eo German ship headed 


for Cuba. The East German ship ΠΡ οτος, ἀεί ονιοι ships are cargo 


ships and thus could carry suspicious cargo below decks. Two of these 


Soviet ships, the OKHOTSK and the ORENBURG, are ships with 72 foot 


tebe ῶἔοὺ 


hatches, capable of carrying missiles below deck. 
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ἰ 3, Requirements If the quarantine is to remain effective, to continue 
frdsh Aenlutaibhsialabicdh lattes 
to insure that offensive weapons are not imported into Cuba, it will be 


necessary to visit and search Block and Free World ships which could 
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be carrying offensive weapons, This particularly applies to the Soviet 


I ships with large hatches, the OKHOTSK and the ORENBURG. OKHOTSK's 


t - 
estimated arrival atthe qiaraatine line Is 16 November, ORENBURG 
). “sate " 17 November. 
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In view of the lapse of time since ἃ Block cargo ohip has transited 
the quarantine line, it should be made known that we still intend to 
enforce the quarantine by search when necessary, This could be 
accomplished by announcing that we had boarded a ship enroute to Cuba, 
On 12 November, the Norwegian ship TRAJAN enroute to Cuba wag 
boarded by uss PERRY. While thia ship waa boardéd at the request of 


the master, this fact Should not be announced, 


4. It would next be desirable to board a Free World non-Block chartered 


Ship enroute to Cuba, This will be done if time permits, 


line 14 November, 


6. The next step should be to visit and Search each of the Soviet cargo 
ships as they arrive at the quarantine line, The first one will be the 
ATARSK, which is due at the quarantine line 15 November, and the second 


One will be the OKHOTSK, which ig due 16 November. It ig especially 


important that the OKHOTSK be searched, since she hag the 72 foot hatches. 


7. Recomrne adation, at la recoramended that visit and search as Cuilined 
aS ἢ, weet 


above be authorized and that news coleases te imade, couched ia language 


which iadicatis the Qe on ct wutinulng, announcing char ὁ.» VRAIAN 


has been boarded anc thes others ag the Cvent occuryg, 
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